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Contents of Fourth Quarterly Bulletin. 
Extent of; reporting area. 
Offenses known to the police—cities divided according to population. 
Daily average, offenses known to the police, 1932. 

Daily average, offenses known to oe 1931-32. 

Offenses known to the police—cities divided according to geographic location. 
Offenses of burglary and robbery, 1930-1932. 

Statistical data from fingerprint cards. 


The term ‘‘Offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as Part I classes of the uniform classification 
occurring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecut- 
ing or court officials or otherwise. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by ience to be 


_ those most generally and completely reported to the police: Felonious 


homicide, including (a) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and 


(b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated assault; 

burglary-breaking or entering; larceny-theft; and auto theft. The 
ures contained herein include also the number. of attempted crimes 

of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are re 

as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted b ry. or 

robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 


as if the crime been corer ; 

“Offenses known. to the police’’ includes, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of ae cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases, 

In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities 
the United States Bureau of Investigation does not vouch for its 
accuracy: It is given out as current information, which may throw 
some light on problems of crime and criminal law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete or 
otherwise defective were excluded.’ i 


_ Extent of Reporting Area. 


The following table shows the number of cities from which returns 
were received for any one month during 1932. The number of cities 
contributing is shown according to the size of the city. The popula- 
tion represented by the contributing cities is likewise shown. The 


. poe figures for cities having over 10,000 people were obtained 


m the Bureau of the Census as estimated July 1, 1931. Similar 


' estimates were not available for cities under 10,000, and the figures 
_ for them were taken from the 1930 census. 


(1) 
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During 1930 there were 1,127 cities from which returns were received 
for any one month, representing a total population of 45,929,965 and 
during 1931 there were 1,511 cities which contributed one or more 
reports, repreecnang & opulation of 51,145,734. During 1932 there 
were 1,578 Gities;ixi th § i 
were received, représenting a popdlation of 53,212;230. In addition 
thereto, returns ‘were received from sheriffs, State police, and officers 
- the possessions, but such returns. were, not included in the above 

ures. 

[Durhig 1932 returns were received from 82 per cent of the cities 
over 10,000 in population, and’ these cities represented 82 per cent of 
the population of all cities over 10,000. In ee of cities over 
250,000 in population only New York Cit; Atlanta, Ga., did 
not contribute returns durmg 1932; and of cities having a population 
between 100,000 and 250,000 only Reading, Pa., and Tulsa, Okla., did 
not contribute returns. 


Population groups ieee 


f The above table does not include 775 cities and rural townships, 
‘The cities inchaded in this figure are those of less than 10,000 poreiation 
townships are of varying population groups. 


Number of Cities Reporting. 

The following table shows the number of current returns received 
each month during 1932. The table shows a steady increase from 
1,381 in January to 1,459 in December. ‘For December, 1930, 1,002 
current returns were received and for December, 1931, 1;352 such 
retiirns were submitted. The figure for December, 1932, shows that 
a at growth has been maintained in the number of current returns 
received. . 
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Total number con- 
tributing........... 1, 381 |1, 385 |1, 303 |1, 424 1, 428 


Offenses Known to the Police, Number and Rates, by Population Groups. 
_ . In Table 1 are shown the number of offenses and rates per 100,000 
for 1932, the figures being given for six groups of cities, the subdivision 
_ being on the basis of population. 


On the whole, it appears from the table that the crime rates are 
igher in the larger cities than in the smaller ones... This is particu- 


; noticeable in the case of manslaughter by negligence, robbery, 
- and auto theft. 


As to murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, the rate varies gen- 


_ erally with the size of the city, the exception being that the rate for 
- cities between 25,000 and 50,000 in population is lower than the rates 
_ for the two smaller groups of cities. The rate for cities in the first 
_ group is 12 per cent higher than the rate for cities in the next 1}; t 
_ group and is 77 per cent higher than the rate for cities in the it 
i popu ation group 


ties of over 250 population have a much higher raté for 


_ manslaughter by negligence than any of the other groups of cities; 
_ it being 74 per cent er than the rate for cities between 100,000 
' and 250,000 and 144 per cent higher than the rate for cities having a 
| population between 25,000 and 50,000. All cities under 100,000 have 
_ approximately the same rate for this offense with the exception of 


cities having a population between 25,000 and 50,000... The rate for 


_ the latter group is 2.5. 
a 


to the offense of rape, the highest rate (7.2) is for the first. group 


F of cities, and the second highest'rate ix for cities inr the srniullest ‘pops 
: n 


lation group. The lowest rate (4.8) is for cities having a pop 


| of 100,000 to 250,000 and those ‘having a ulation of 25,000 to 


50,000. The highest rate is 50 per cent ‘than the lowest rate: 
The rates for rob are, without exception, higher for the large 
group 


| cities than for the smaller cities. ‘The rate for cities in the first 
| is 117 per cent higher than the rate for cities in the second group 
' and 333 per cent higher than for cities under 10,000 in population. 
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The highest crime rate for aggravated assault (57.8) is found in 
the third group of cities and it is 113 per cent higher than the lowest 
rate, which is for cities having a population under 10,000. 


The burglary rate for cities in the second group (460) is 5.7 per cent ¢ 


higher than the rate for cities in the first group and is 70 per cent 
higher than the lowest rate, which is for cities having a population 
between 10,000 and 25,000. 

For the offense of larceny the highest rate is found in the sécond 
group of cities, the rate (861.0) being 11 per cent higher than the rate 
or cities in the third group, 17 per cent higher than the rate for cities 
in the first group, and 83 per cent higher than the rate for cities in the 
sixth group. 

For the offense of auto theft the rates vary without exception 
with the size of the city as is also true for the offense of robbery. The 
rate for the first group (497.0) is highest and is 24 per cent greater 
than the rate for the second group and 324 per cent greater than the 
rate for cities in the sixth group. 


TaBL_e 1.—Offenses known to the police, January to December, inclusive, 1932; 
number and rates per 100,000 by population groups 


Felonious homicide 


Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1932, 
In Table 2 is shown the daily average of offenses!known. for each 
of the) 12 monthis,of 1932, for'1,206, miscellaneous ‘cities: ‘The total 
ulation represented by these cities is 46,337,353; 0) | 
‘or the offense of and nonnegligent manslaughter the daily 
average is higher during the, second quarter than during the: first 
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queries of the year and continues to rise during the third quarter. 

e highest daily average during the year is 10.9 for the month of 

July and the lowest is 7.6 for October... The July figure is 28 per cent 

higher than that for January and 43 per cent above the October 

figure. The daily average for December (9.3) is 9 per cent higher 
an that for January. 

The table shows tbat the daily ayerage for manslaughter by negli- 
gence is higher during the first and fourth quarters than it was during 
the second and third quarters of the year. The lowest daily average 

4.2) is for July and the by daily average (6.5) occurs during 
ebruary and November. is figure is 55 per cent higher than the 
July average. 


ariations in the daily average for rape are rather irregular, How- 
ever, the third quarter of the year shows a higher average than any of 
the other quarters. The daily average for September (8.7) is 40 per 
cent higher than the daily average for the month of December. 
Ss with the fi for January, the average for the offense of 
seule d 


robbery shows a downward trend to a low point of 113.2 for 
June and thereafter shows a regular upward trend to a high point of 
183.4 for December. The January is 52 per cent higher and 
the December fi is 62 per cent higher than the average for June. 

The trend of the daily averages a eee assault is similar to 
that for murder and nonnt nt ughter, the highest average 
occurring in July. This si ty ‘is interesting, because vated 
assaults are those which threaten serious bodily harm and the classi- 
fication includes attempted murders. The average for July is 38 per 
cent above the 7 for January. 

The averages for panpeaty show a seasonal trend similar to that 
shown by the averages for robbery. However, the downward trend 
of the burglary averages during the first six months and the upward 
trend during the last six months of the year are not as as was 
the case in connection with the offense of rob : 6 robbery 
figure for December is higher than the 7 for January, whereas 
for burglary the opposite is true. The January daily average for 
ee is 12 per cent higher than the average for June. 

e y-theft daily average shows a decrease during the first 
uarter to the lowest average for the year (822.8), which occurs in 

e month of March. The second quarter shows an increase over 
the first quarter and there is an additional increase in the third and 
fourth quarters. The highest daily average (1,017.8) occurs in Novem- 
ber, and it is 24 per cent greater than the dail average for March. 

The ge averages for auto theft show a decrease from January 
through March but show sharp increase to the high Meow of the 
year for April (514.6). This tee is followed by a 
substantial decrease to 442.5 for July. © averages for the fourth 
oo are on the whole above those for the third quarter, altho 

e average for December is the lowest forthe year. The average for 
April (514.6) is 17 per cent higher than that for December (438.8). 





TaBie 2.—Daily average offenses bey ta the police, January to December, 
tnelusive,; 1932; 1 206 miscellaneous citi es 


(Total population, 46,337,353} 
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Daily Averages, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-32. 

Table 3 shows the daily average of offenses known to the, police for 
70 cities over 100,000 in. population. . For purposes of comparison 
the number of offenses. and. the daily average are shown for the years 
1931 and 1932. 

The table shows. that there have been. the fotareng substantial 
decreases i ia the rates for 1932 as compared with those for 1931; 


Manslaughter by uneeiaenes 
Ag area assaul 


Mid 2 path substantial increase shown is in the daily average for 
burglary, which is 9.9 cent higher in 1932 than it was in 1931. 
The o offenses in which an increase is shown are as follows: 


The daily average for robbery shows a decrease of 3.7 per cent. 


TABLE ar Nae average, offenses known to the police, 70 cities over 100,000, 
January to December, inclusive, 1931-32 


[Total population, 18,856,802) 


Daily oP average, 1931 
Daily average, 1932. 
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Rates of Offenses by Geographic Divisions. 

In Tables 4 to 12 there are shown the rates per 100,000 for each 
month of the year, the cities bemg divided into groups according to 
their geographic location. The tables aré designed to show the 
variation in crime rates from month to month during the year and 
the difference in such variations among the different geographic 
subdivisions of the country. The size of the crime rate for one geo- 
graphic division should not be compared with that of another, since in 
oak geographic division there ‘are included cities of all population 

ups and the major — of the population of one geographic 
Sivision may consist of large cities, whereas the major portion of 
another geographic division may include Penenel the smaller cities. 
As was pointed out in connection with Table 1, the crime rate is on 
the whole higher for large cities than for small cities. 

For the offense of murder and ee manslaughter the 
monthly variations in the crime rates differ among the various 
geographic subdivisions. In several, the highest rate is found for 
the month of July. This is to be expected, since the highest daily 
average as shown in Table 2 occurs in the month of July. However, 
for the New land States the highest crime rate for murder occurs 
in January and December, and it is approximately 400 per cent 

ater than the lowest monthly rate which occurs in April 

vom In connection with Table 2 it was observed that the 

ighest daily average for the 1,206 cities represented therein was 
only 43 = cent above the lowest daily average. This indicates that 
among g phic divisions there will be found greater monthly 
variations in the crime rates. This should be expected, since the 
number of cities and the population represented for each group in 
Tables 4 to 12 are considerably smaller than in Table 2. 

Throughout all the offense classifications it will be observed that 
the variations in the monthly crime rates differ from one geographic 
division to another, as was seen in the case of murder and non- 
moe manslaughter. 

examination of Table 2 disclosed that for the offense of robbery 
the daily average decreased regularly during the first six months of 
1932 and increased regularly during the last six months of the year. 
This general trend is noticeable in the tables showing the monthly 
crime rates for the cities according to geographic location but. the 
Yn geckenl, the voreipa tke thly rates for burglary 
general, the variation im. the mon rates for burg among 
the several geographic subdivisions shows a similarity to the varia- 
tions in the daily averages for this offense as shown in Table 2. 
However, there are some exceptions, notably in the West North 
Central States, where the highest monthly crime rate occurs in July, 
a the 1,206 cities the July daily average is comparatively 
low. The Mountain States likewise show the highest crime rate for 
July, with the second and third quarters having rates considerably 
igher than occurred during the first and fourth quarters. 
variations in the monthly rates for larceny-theft in the several 
geographic groups follow in a general way the variation in the daily 
averages for the total of 1,206 cities as shown in Table 2. The same 
is true with regard to the offense of auto theft, with the exception that 
the monthly rates for the Mountain States are considerably higher 
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NEW ENGLAND STATES 


[142 cities, representing a population of 5,222,055} 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC STATES 


{304 cities, representing a population of 9,561,842] 
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Tasie 5.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, 1932 
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TasLe 6.—Rate per 100,000, 


EAST NORTH CENTRAL STATES 


[309 cities, representing a population of 13,117,603] 
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.—Rate per 100,000 offenses known to the police 
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WEST NORTH CENTRAL STATES 


[121 cities, representing a population of 4,269,236] 
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SOUTH ATLANTIC STATES 


(82 cities, representing a population of 3,621,466) 
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EAST SOUTH OENTRAL STATES 


[26 cities, representing a population of 1,601,502} 
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TaB_E 10.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, 1982 


WEST SOUTH CENTRAL STATES 


[58 cities, representing a population of 2,783,450] 
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TaBsLe 11.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, 1982 


MOUNTAIN 8TATES 


[34 cities, representing a population of 874,342] 
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Tasuy  12.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, 1932 


PACIFIC STATES 
[130 cities, representing a population of 5,285,857] 
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Offenses of Robbery and Burglary, 1930-1932. 


Table 13: shows the daily average offenses of robbery for each 
month for 689 cities over the 3-year period from 1930 to 1932. 
Similar figures are shown for these cities subdivided into those over 
100,000 in eee eee 

The table shows that the daily: average for 1931 was 19 per cent 


above the average for 1930. The daily average for 1932 showed an 
increase over that for the preceding year, but since the increase was 
less than 1 per cent it is not ificant. 7 
Of the 689 cities represented in the table, 65 were over 100,000 in 
population and represented total population of 21,541,913. For 
this group of cities the increase of the daily averages for 1931 and 
1932 over the 1930 average ‘was | than in the case of all 689 
cities. However, it is seen that aily average for the 624 cities 
under 100,000 in population shows but a slight increase from 1980 to 
1931, and that the av } for 1932 is less the average for 1930. 
For the total of 689 cities the figures for each year show a variation 
similar to that for the other years, the averages for the first and 
fourth quarters being higher than those for second and third 
quarters. The same rela exists among the figures for the 65 
cities over 100,000 and the 624 cities under 100,000 in population. 
During 1930) for the total of 689 cities the December point of 
138.3 is.92 per cent above the lowest average which occurred in June; 
in 1931 the highest daily average is 76 per cent above the lowest daily 
average for any one month; and for 1932 the highest daily average 
occurring in December is 70 per cent above the June ; 
As to the 65 cities over 100,000 in population, the est daily 
average.for 1930 is 92 per cent above the June figure; for 1931 the 
December figure is 80 per cent higher than the June average; and for 
pace the December average is 74 per cent above that for the month 


of June. . 
For the 624 cities under 100,000 in population, the December com- 
pilation for 1930 is 104 per cent above the May average for that year: 
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the January figure for 1931 is 73 per cent above the average for June; 
and for 1932 the December ayerage is 56 per cent in excess of the 
June — 

It be observed that the widest variation in the daily averages 
by months occurs in 1930 and that the fluctuation in 1932 was less 
than in 1931. . Furthermore, although the 65 cities over 100,000 show 
an increase in the daily average for 1932 over that for 1931, the 624 
cities under 100,000 population showed a decrease in the 1932 average 
from both the 1930 and 1931 averages. 


TaBLe 13.—Daily average, offenses of robbery known to the police, 19380-1932 


689 cities tion | 65 cities over 1 
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In Table 14 the daily av of offenses of burglary is shown for 
each month of 1930, 1931, and 1932 for the same cities that are in- 
cluded in Table 13. The daily average for the year is also shown in 


For each of the three of cities th for 1931 is high 
or each of the ups of cities the average for | 18 
than, that for the Drecesting year, and the average for 1932 is east iene 
than for 1931. It is interesting not however, that in each of th 
groups although the ave for December, 1931, is greater than the 
average for December, 1930, the average a ne Correspo month 
oH ea less than the figure for 1931, although it exceeds the figure 
or ; ; 

On the whole, the daily averages for the three groups of cities show a 
variation from month to month similar to that shown by the daily 
avernet es robbery for the same group of cities, but the variations 
or are ; b 

The figur Jor b do sab eoe so wide a periaton toe an one 
year as was wn by the robi averages or the total .o; 
cities the highest average for 1930 occurs in, December and is 30 
cent greater than the avenge for June. ilar increases occur in the 
feiss for 65 cities over 100,000 in population and 624 cities under 
100,000 in population. . 

er 


There ap approximately the same per. cent of difference 
between the lowest and the highest daily averages for 1931 as occurred 
in 1932. However, during 1932 the variation between the daily 
average in the middle of the year and that oceurring at the end of the 
year is considerably less. Oi a 
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TaBLeE 14.—Daily average, offenses of burglary known to the police, 1930-1932 


65 cities over 100,000 | 624 cities under 100,000 
(population 21,541,913) | (population 12,297,046) 
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DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


The identification division of the United States Bureau of Investiga- 
tion receives an average of 2,000 fingerprint records daily of individuals 
who have been arrested or committed to penal institutions in this and 
other countries. These records contain valuable information regard- 
ing the t of persons arrested for various offenses. Early in 1932 
the United States Bureau of Investigation — tabulating informa- 
tion as to fhe type of crime committed, the place and date of arrest, 
the placeof birth, nationality, age, sex, race, and previous record of the 

arrested. In order that the information would be confined to 
police records, fingerprint cards received from prisons and other law- 
enforcement ‘agencies not directly connected with the police were 


excluded. The information tabulated is, therefore, based solely upon 

the records of those persons who were fingerprinted at the time of 

their arrest by police departments throughout» the United States. 

The tabulations can not taken as an indication of the amount 

of crime committed, nor can they be ene as representing’ all 
ug 


‘arrests made by police departments thro 
all ns arrested are not fingerprinted. 

shown in Table 15, during the 11-month period from February 
1 to December 31, 1932, int records representing 277,778 
arrests were examined. Of these, 42,700 (15.4 per cent) were in- 
stances‘where persons were arrested on suspicion or held for investiga- 
tion, while 28,004 (10.1 per cent) were arrests for disorderly conduct 
and vagrancy. Arrests for aor number 37,052 (13.3 per cent) 
and for burglary they numbered 28,366 (10.2 cent). Arrests for 
these offenses accounted for 49 per cent of the total arrest records 
examined. The number of arrests for felonious homicide was 5,306 
(1.9 per cent). 

Arrests of males far exceeded the arrests of females, the latter 
numbering 20,551 or 7.4 per cent of the total. One out of 38: women 
arrested was charged with robbery, while 1 out of 17 men arrested 
was charged with that offense. similar comparison for burglary, 
eee and violations of the narcotic drug laws gives the following 
results: 
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Taste 15.~~—Distribution of arresis 
{From February 1 through December 31, 1932) 


| Per cent distribution 
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Table 16 shows the number of persons of individual age grou 
who were arrested for each of the offenses listed and Table 17 is the 
percentage distribution of the same ‘arrest records. -These tables 
show that youths aged 19 accounted for 14,518 (5.2 per cent) of the 
arrest records, the largest number contributed by any single age 
up. A total of 55,726 (20.1 per cent) were under 21 years of age. 
ersons aged between 21..and 24, inclusive; numbered 53,089 (19.1 
ey cent), making ‘a total of 108,815 (39.2 per cent) under 25 years 
0 ; 
wn. TasLe 16.—Arresis by age groupe 
_ [From February 1'through December 31, 1932] 
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Tasue 17.—Percentage distribution of arresis by age growps 
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{From February 1 through December 31, 1932] 
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TaBLE 17.—Percentage distribuiion of arrests by age groups—Continued 
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Examination of Table 18 reveals that of each 100 persons arrested 
for the following offenses the number stated were persons under 21 
years of age: Auto theft, 48; burglary, 38; robbery, 28; and larceny, 
28. By reference to Table 17 it is seen that persons under 25 years 


of age constituted the following number of each 100 arrested for 
the following offenses: Auto theft, 71; burglary 60; robbery, 55; 


larceny, 47; and felonious homicide, 27. 100 for 
felonious homicide, 21 were persons between the ages of 25 and 
29, inclusive. 
TaBLE 18.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 21 years of age 
[From February 1 through December 31, 1932] 
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Table 19 shows for each offense the percentage of those arrested 
who had a previous rint record in the files of the identification 
division of the United States Bureau of ae The table 
shows that 55.1 per cent of those arrested for violations of narcotic 
drug laws had been previously arrested or convicted for some offense. 
Persons arrested for forgery and counterfeiting showed the second 
sae pecomntege of repeaters, 42.5 per cent, while the lowest per- 

pos yore de was 20.8 per cent for persons arrested for felonious 
homiade an while intoxicated. 

It should be haut & in mind that the figures in the following table do 
not mean that the percen listed had been previously convicted. 
They mean were Be that i Bs @ percen of instances indicated the 
persons arrested during the period from February 1 to December 31, 
1932, had at some previous time been fingerprinted and their prints 
forwarded to the identification division. 


Tasie 19.—Arrests, February 1 to December 31, 1932, inclusive 
PERCENTAGE—PREVIOUS RECORDS 


BeBBEBERDE 


At the end of December, 1932, there were 3,340,261 criminal finger- 
rint records on file in the United States Bureau of Investigation at 
ashington, D.C. The number of police departments, peace officers 


and law-enforcement agencies throughout the United States and for- 


eign countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the bureau at 
the end of December totaled 5,282. During December, 1932, 355 
a from justice were identified thro fingerprint records and 
rmation as to the whereabouts of these fugitives = immediately 
transmitted to the law-enforcement official or agency to ap- 
Saad these individuals. Of each 100 fingerprin eo wcoctved dali 
Deane more than 44 were identified with stories data in 3 the 
files of the bureau. The index cards on file at the bureau con 
the names or aliases of individuals with criminal records total 
4,431,419 on December 31, 1932. 
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